The Kabul Campaign.
reached on the 28th February, The most careful precautions were taken to prevent the fractious clansmen from interrupting his journey. Strange to say, as he arrived from the East, Shahghasi Shah Surwar Khan, son of the late Shahghasi Sher Dil Khan, rode in from Cabnl as the messenger of Yakub Khan. He was the bearer of a letter announcing the death on 21st February of the Amir Sher Ali. He died at Mazar-i-Shereef, of gangrene, In his illness he was attended by Dr. Yavorski, the Medical Attache of the Eussian mission, who, however, found his treatment considerably modified by the jealousy of the Afghan huqeems. Brave beyond the bravest of his countrymen, able, astute and far-seeing, Sher Ali had all the qualities needed to justify his fa* ther's selection of him as heir ; but from his youth, when he shared his father's captivity at Ludianab, he was emphatically ill-starred, and his last act was to stake his throne in a quarrel in which he had no concern, and which he had every inducement to avoid. If Russia and England quarrel about Afghanistan, the quarrel can have but one result, either Russia will govern Cabul as she governs Bokhara, or England will absorb it. The Amir might have had a chance if he had made sure that Russia was near enough to aid him, but his misfortune was that he chose the wrong side at the wrong moment, and fell, like king Theodore, a victim to his inability to understand the stern purpose which underlies the philanthrophical refinements of English policy. The messenger of Sirdar Yakub Khan marked the opinion entertained of the English army by his countrymen, in assuming an attitude of studied insolence ; that he soon changed his tone seems to have heen due more to a keen apprehension for his own personal safety than to any change in his estimate of otir strength. It flashed upon him that he had gone too far, so far as to provoke an anger of which he could be the only possible victim, but though his demeanour betrayed his personal terror it did not betray any fear for the cause of his employer.
The death of the Amir altered none of the conditions of the dispute with Afghanistan. If England had not interfered before, the immediate results of his death must have compelled her to seriously revise her policy towards the Chief of CabuL So far, then, from being the removal of an obstacle to peace, the death of Sher Ali has, in point of fact, intensified the causes for war. The immediate cause of the English attack was the refusal of Sher Ali to receive an English embassy, but this again was but his acceptance of an alliance with Russia. In attacking Sher Ali, then, England attacked that alliance, and asserted a right of limiting the political actions of the ruler of CabuL ,In other words,, and stripped of disguises, England declared to the world," that the sir? cumstauces of the hour made it impossible for the Amir to Detain